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Planting Confessional 
Lutheran Congregations: 
 

A Matter of Confession and Divine Service, The His-

toric Liturgy, Blended Worship, or Contemporary 

Worship; Which is the Best Way Forward for a Con-

fessional Lutheran Congregation? 

This is the second of two parts of a presentation written 
by the Rev. Dr. John Wille, President of the SWD, LCMS 
for the LCA Conference on January 16, 2023 and pre-
sented by the Rev. Joe Fisher. 

The Way Forward: Fellowship, 
Fidelity, Fearlessness 
This presentation was given by the Rev. Christopher S. 
Esget at the LCA Conference on January 16, 2023 
 

Introduction 
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Planting Confessional Lutheran Congregations 

Continued from page 1 
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____________________________ 

10 ñThis experience is the experience of faith. Of that faith which does 
not see. Of that faith which, like the faith of Abraham, is faith in a prom-
ise which, humanly speaking, cannot be fulfilled. It is belief in that which 
is hidden to human eyes. It is faith which sees the light in the darkness, 
as Luther describes it in a profound word which he wrote in his com-
mentary to Genesis 17 (Aland 517, EA op. ex. 4:136; WA 42) about the 
faith of Abraham: ñClausis igitur oculis abdidit se in tenebras fidei, in 
quibus invenit aeternam lucem,ò ñWith closed eyes he hid himself in the 
darkness of faith, and there he found eternal light.ò Sasse, Hermann, 
Letters to Lutheran Pastors, vol. 1., p. 402, Concordia Publishing 
House, Kindle Edition. 
11 Sasse, Hermann, Letters to Lutheran Pastors, vol. 1, pp. 397-398, 
Concordia Publishing House.  

A Man on a Mountain 

A Warrior for Christ 

It began on a Fall day close to the end of a cold No-

vember in Garrison, North Dakota when a baby boy was 

born to Reverend Victor and Lydia Dissen. Choosing a 

name, they remembered his Uncle Walter and decided 

that would be the name of this little son.  

Baptized by his father, this 

boy grew in stature and the 

knowledge of his Lord and Sav-

ior, Jesus Christ. Each Sunday 

at the dinner table he and his 

siblings were questioned about 

the content of the sermon they 

had just heard during divine wor-

ship. It has been said they were 

attentive listeners in church be-

cause of this ñafter churchò quiz 

time. Not knowing answers was 

frowned upon.  

Walter exceled in his early education, but longed for 

more. Upon high school graduation, in fact that very day, 

he and his brother left home to travel to Minneapolis, Min-

nesota to enroll in telegraphy classes. That gave him a 

job as an agent for a railroad in Pennsylvania where he 

served well. He also served our country well when he was 

drafted into the army. 

More civil education followed along with more 

knowledge of his Savior as he faithfully attended worship 

services wherever he was located. His learning was in-

tense and purposeful. His expectations of himself were 

continually being moved to a higher level.  

Serving employers and our country were only the pe-

ripheral parts of his service. His highest service was to his 

Lord. Elected to the Board of Regents at both our Concor-

dia Seminary in St. Louis and Concordia Theological 

Seminary in Fort Wayne, he was instrumental in constant-

ly examining the teaching curriculum for correct doctrine 

and the faculty for faithful teaching. If or when any error 

was detected, he did not hesitate to cry ñWOLFò and pro-

ceed to convince other regents of the situation. Nor did he 

hesitate to hold any erroristôs feet to the fire no matter the 

standing or position of such. 

We know that the true doctrine we see at both of our 

seminaries can be in part due to Waltôs discerning eye for 

solid doctrine, truth and faithfulness. Often he would de-

scribe a person as one who had ñsolidò doctrine.  

He was only a man, a creature of God, but he was 

high on a mountain of knowledge, truth, wisdom and faith-

fulness for which he constantly thanked and praised his 

heavenly Father. He knew that the fear of the Lord is the 

beginning of wisdom. That was his life. 

Greta Zeller Martin 

        Walter Dissen 

The Lutheran Concerns Association 

Annual Conference is January 15, 2024 
 

See page 7 for the registration form 

and make your reservation today! 
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Lies and Statistics 

The Way Forward: Fellowship, Fidelity, Fearlessness 

Continued from page 1 

Mark Your Calendar 

LCA Annual Conference 

Monday, Jan. 15, 2024 Fort Wayne, Indiana 

Planning is underway for the 2024 Lutheran Con-
cerns Association Conference on Monday, Janu-
ary 15, 2024 at CTSFW, Fort Wayne, Indiana. 

An excellent lineup of speakers is scheduled. 

The conference will again feature Sunday and 
Monday evening dinners. 

See page 7 for details! We hope to see you there. 
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Congregational Concordia 

Confidence in Godôs Appointed Means 
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Culture Warring or Cultivating Confessors? 

_____________________________________ 

 

1 See N. Walter, ŭɧɔɛŬ, in Horst Robert Balz and Gerhard Schneider, 
Exegetical Dictionary of the New Testament (Grand Rapids, Mich.: 
Eerdmans, 1990ï), 339. 
2 Lindsey Witt-Swanson, Jennifer Benz, Daniel A. Cox, ñFaith After the 
Pandemic: How COVID-19 Changed American Religion: Findings from 
the 2022 American Religious Benchmark Survey,ò Jan. 5, 2023; https://
www.americansurveycenter.org/research/faith-after-the-pandemic-how-
covid-19-changed-american-religion/  The remainder of the statistical 
information here comes from this study. Emphases are mine. 
3 Basil of Caesarea, On the Human Condition, p121. 
4 SA VIII.9s. Tappert, p313. 
5 FC SD XI.39. Paul Timothy McCain, ed., Concordia: The Lutheran 
Confessions (St. Louis, MO: Concordia Publishing House, 2005), 608. 
6 For the Life of the World, vol. 26, number 3, pp14f. 

 

Rev. Christopher Esgetôs presentation will conclude in the 

January, 2024 issue of The Clarion. 

The Lutheran ClarionðWe Need Your Help! 

Annual memberships and charitable contribu-
tions from our readers are currently tracking 
about half of what we received by this time in 
calendar 2022. Your annual membership pay-
ments and charitable contributions 
are a very important part of the 
LCAôs overall financial health and 
our ability to continue publishing 
The Lutheran Clarion. 

We urge you to help with the costs of preserving 
Confessional Lutheranism. Use the enclosed en-
velope. Mail your tax-deductible gift to Lutheran 
Concerns Association, 149 Glenview Drive, New 
Kensington, PA 15068-4921. Do it now.  

Thank you!! 
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AFTERNOON SESSION: MORNING SESSION: 


